7 


| CONFIDENTIAL 


SELECTIONS 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, CENTRAL PROVINCES ANP BERAR. 


Received up to Ist April, 1880. 


POLITICAL. 


THE Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 26th March says that it circulation, 
appears from the news recently re- $80 copies. 
ceived from the seat of war that the 

leaders of the rebels at Ghazni are willing to submit on con- 

dition that Yakub Khan should be recalled to Kabul and his 

son Musa Khan placed on the throne. The question is whether 

the Government can agree to these proposals. The release of 

Yakub Khan is simply out of the question. The Government 

deported him from Kabul when it was convinced of his inca- 

pacity to rule and of his complicity in the late outrage on our 

embassy. To release him would be not only impolitic but 
detrimental to British prestige. The question whether Musa 

Khan should be appointed Amir or not is more difficult to 

answer. We approve of the permanent occupation of Afghan- 

istan. But, judging from the indications hitherto afforded. 

us by Government of its future policy, it is clear that it 

is opposed to annexation. However, it wishes that the new 


Afghan politics. 
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Amir should be under its control. Musa Than is the rightfal 
heir to the throne. We have no primd facie objection to bis 
accession if the Afghans desire it. But no thoughtful politi- 
cian would recommend his nomination until we know what 
are Abdul Rabman Khan’s intentions. If he is coming ‘ss 
a friend, we must listen to what he has to say. But if he 
has hostile intentions, we should place Musa Khan on the 
throne. Yakub Khan should. not be set free. The object of 
the rebels is that if Musa Khan is placed on the throne 


and Lakub Khan released, they will again be 128 to net 
as they please. * 8 


The Rahbar-i-find of the 30th March, in regard to the 
The recall of General recall of General ‘Massy, remarks: 


Massy. When we have overlooked:the mistakes 
committed by other officers in Afghanistan, why should wé be 


80 strict in-the case of General Massy ? His inistake was that 


he abandoned four guns which fell into the hands of the enemy 
(sic). But who abandoned two hundred boxes of bombe 
and one million pounds of powder in the Bala Hissar; which fall 
in the hands of Muhammad Jan ? Whose fault was it that 
Muhammad ‘Jan carried away several lakhs of rupees from 
Kabul? Who allowed the Hindus and the Kisilbashes of 
Kabul to be robbed of all their property before his face? 
Whose carelessness was it that our friends at Istalif were 
overpowered by the enemy? Who has hitherto: negleoted 
to assist the Hazaras ? If we had assisted them, they wodd 
have beaten Muhammad Jan by this time. Whois: 

for the late Kabul river disaster? Who allowed Muhammad 
Jan to kill the Governor of Ghazni? By whose order were 
the Kabulis at-first treated’ with -so- mach severity that they 
became desperate and rose in arms against our troop If 
our troops abandoned the Bala Hissar and retired into Serpe 
when Muhammad Jan attacked Kabul, because y we 
not numerically ong ee then who is. sponsible ts 
and who is responsible for having sent un * ficient u 
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of troops? It will be difficult for the Government. to take 
all the officers to task who have committed mistaxes in the 
Kabul campaign. Perhaps it may itself be responsible. for 
some of those mistakes. If the officers act more carefully in 
future, there is still ample time for them to make amends. 
for their past mistakes and retrieve their name. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Jaipur Gazette of the 24th March makes the follow- 


The report of the Indian ing remarks in regard to some of the 
Army Commission. proposals of the Indian meted _— 
mission :— 

The report of the Army Commission, as nn in the 
public journals, contains many important recommendations 
which our Government would-do Well to consider carefully 
before adoption. The Commission had no doubt a very 
arduous work before them, and if we are to judge from the 
report of the manner in which they have fulfilled their task, 
we must give every credit to them for a faithful discharge of 
their duty. Economy seems to have been the ruling maxim 
with the Commission, and there is no doubt, if their recom- 
mendations are carried out, it will ‘effect a large: saving in 
the present military charges of the country. The abolition 
of the Bombay and Madras commands'is, no doubt, a move. 
in the right direction, and we have not the slightest doubt 
that the measure can be carried out without any injury what- 
ever. In these days of telegraphic communication ‘and rail- 


way facilities, there is not the slightest: necessity for three 


separate commands in this country, and the cost: attending 
on their retention is perfectly unnecessary.‘ We are not sare 


whether the Oommander-in-Chief’s loss of his sent in the 


Viceroy’s Council will bring any material goody but it will, 


no doubt, plade the Viceroy at the: ‘supreme head of the 
army in India, and put an end to all aucli misunders 


tanding 
aa arose in the days of Lord: Dalhousie and Sir Ohanles 


Napier. We are glad that the. Commission recommends «no 
reduction in the Natire Army, but we seo no‘special-facility 
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afforded to our young men wishing to enter military service. 
in this country. The recommendations of the Commission i 
about the armies in native states show a want of confidenes 
on the part of the paramount powor in its loyal feudatories,.. 
and therefore cannot be characterized as wise. The Imperial 
Government may well look upon the armies of native 
chiefs as one of their principal reserves, which they can very 
conveniently draw upon in times of emergency, as they did 
at the present Afghan war. We see that the Commission 
is averse to any unnecessary interference with Maharajs \ 
Scindia, but recommends that the Nizam should be induced 
to curtail gradually his auxiliary force. We don't under 
stand what sort of unnecessary interference is referred to by 
the Commission in the case of Scindia, and why the Nizam, : 
alane has been particularized in the report. | 
Circulation, The Kavi Vachan Sudha of the 29th March briefly en 
— The reduction of the to the chief army reforms recommend - 
armies of native states. ed by the Army Commission. In re- 
gard to the question of the reduction of the armies of native 
chiefs, the writer remarks that it is difficult to realize why ... 
the Government is so persistent in this matter. Is this the 
recompense of their loyalty ! 
The Nasim-i-Agra of the 30th March 3 that. : 
The Legal Practitioners *°°0rding to clause (d) of the second... 
High _ — Allahabad schedule attached to Act XVIII of 
1879 (the Legal Practitioners Act)“ 
those pleaders who practise in the courts of Subordinste,’ vi 
Judges, Munsifs, &c., will have to obtain certificates on stampe 


paper of the value of Rs. 15, and that the Allahabad High . : 
Court has issued a circular prohibiting such pleaders from:. 
practising in some of the courts mentioned in clause Be. 


above referred to, sty ghd 

A correspondent of the same paper, writing from M. Be 

The Magistrate of Main- puri, referring to the case of un * i 
and the tahaildar of sildar of Shikohabad, states that : 8 


ste R 
Magistrate of Mainpar had a quart « 


„ 
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with the tahsildar when he was a Joint Magistrate, Some 
time ago Layaq Singh and Zalim Singh (Layaq Singh’ 5 
son-in-law), who are the enemies of the tahsildar, sent 
some petitions to the Commissioner against him either 
at the instigation of the Magis 


trate or of their own accord. 
This afforded the Magistrate a good opportunit y of gratify- 
ing his ill-will against the tahsildar, When the tabsildar 
was absent from Shikohabad on leave, the Magistrate went. 
there on tour, and with the assistance of Layag Singh and 
Zalim Singh began to instigate the other zamindars to bring 
false charges against the tahsildar. Only five zamindars, 
who were relatives of Layaq Singh and Zalim Singh, agreed 
to file plaints against the tahsildar. On this the Magistrate 
granted a certificate of good and loyal conduct to Layaq Singh 5 
and Zalim Singh. He then examined the ffve zamindars in 
question in an informal manner and wrote their depositions 
in English, He had received by this time Layaq Singh’s 
and Zalim Singh’s petitions from the Commissioner. In 
the meantime the tahsildar returned from leave and re- 
sumed charge of his duties on the Ist January last. 
On the day following the Magistrate sent for him by 
means of his chaprasi, made several charges against him in 
the name of the Government, and examined the so-called 
petitioners as witnesses against him, The Magistrate deman- 
ded security for Rs, 5,000 from him in the Godha case, 
and for Rs. 1,000 in each of the other cases. Fortunately Mr. 
Wood, Barrister-at-Law, who had been sent for from Agra by 
the tahsildar as his counsel, arrived in Court just at this times. 

He saw the Magistrate tutoring the witnesses. The Magis- 
trate committed the tahsildar to the Sessions i in the Godha . 
case, and kept the other cases pending in his Court with the 
object that, if the tahsildar were convicted and pun by 
the Sessions Judge, he would afterwards inflict the greatest 
punishment he could upon him in the ‘other: eases. But Mr. 
Wood induced the High Court to transfer the other cases also... 
to the Judge’s Court. Tho cr. were heard bythe Jade of | 
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Mainpuri (oko undoubtedly deserves the appellation of Judge) 
on the 4th March. Mr. Muir the Joint Magistrate and Babu 
Krishna Gopal appeared on behalf of the Crown and Messrs, 
Wood, Conlan, and Ross, Barristers-at- Law, on behalf of the 
accused. The Judge was convinced that the case. was got up 
by the Magistrate through enmity, and acquitted the tahsildar 
on the 13th March. If he were not such an able and impar- 
tial Judge as he is, the innocent tahsildar would undoubtedly. 
have been punished. When a District Magistrate is deters 
mined to have any of his subordinate officers punished, it is 
very difficult for the latter to escape scot-free. It is to 
be deeply regretted that officers in these days generally try 
to punish innocent persons with whom they happen to have 
a quarrel, and cast a slur upon British justice by their mis: 
condact. We hope that the Government will take the Magis- 
trate of Mainpuri to task for his misconduct, in order that 50 
other officer may have the courage to follow his example, nt 
The same paper, in its local news column, states that the 
| new Munsif of Agra held his Court 
ee for the first en the 29th March. 
On that very day he used discourteous language towards a 
pectable pleader and had to apologise, 


The Dabir-i-Hind (published at Allahabad by. one. a 1 


akuneh Mohammad Ab. Muhammad Husain) of the 2 
of Allahabad, ng ee March states:—On the 24th, of 


editot of the Haber. . Riad. March, at about 9 a: ., 
Muhammad Abdulla Khan, thé tahsildar of Alls 
stopped his carriage near our office and sent for us. Wee 
we went to him, he became angry and threatened 10 on fl J 
‘ground that the “article headed * ‘A new officer”? ublisb * 


* The substance . as — co A new, cae 
got his appointment by recommendation, who has neither * 


ability, and who does not perform his duties with! 0 2 
cota sa the Dabir-+- Hind provided the editor Ww er: 


ie he Sey ow But the sditor would not a * bd Avra? 
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the Dabir-i-Hind of the 6th March, applied to him. He 
detained us for full one and a half hour. We will give in 
our next issue an account of the threats and menaces made 
use of. We do not wish to complain of this treatment, for 
our duty is of such a kind that we cannot expect better treat- 
ment. But we are aggrieved to see that on the one hand the 
respectable and ed ucated Musalmans regret the wretched con- 
dition of their countrymen, and on the other they constantly 
quarrel with each other, which leads to their ruin. It is to be 
regretted that our ill lack prevents us from becoming virtuous 
and honest. If our new tahsildar is really such a man as his 
conduct towards us has shown him to be, we are afraid that 
it will be difficult for him to perform his duties. satisfactorily 
in Chail, which is inhabited by all classes of the people. Surely 
the officers have shown great wisdom in appointing him a tahsil- 
dar! It is impossible that they did not hear of his ill temper 
from the officers of the Postal Department, n which he was 
formerly employed. We hope that the Postmaster-General 
will be able to give some instances of his misconduct. 


The same paper refers to the case of the clergyman 

The case of a clergy. in British Burma who was con- 
man in British Burma. vieted by the Magistrate, under 
section 179 of the Indian Penal Code, for having threat- 
ened an officer that he would report him to the Ohief 
Commissioner, and who was acquitted by the Judicial Com- 
missioner on appeal, and remarkst This case affords us a 
good opportunity of expressing our sentiments and feelings 

The object of the Magistrate in ‘punishing the 8 
was to convince the natives that Europeans are ‘80 
that they do not show any partiality even to clergymet 
or to warn others against complaining of ‘the oppression | er 
ercised by him or his subordinates.” * 57 »bje 
of the Magistrate was to ‘convitice ‘t 
impartiality of British , Shey" 


: | (0 
their own interests and do not respect even their clergymesty: 
They only fear their countrymen lest they should be dismissed 
from the public service. The natives have becomie quite hopeless: 
and ‘have begun to hats them. The people have generally lot 
all faith in the impartiality of atheists: If the object of h 
Magistrate was to discourage the. people from complaining 
of the oppression of Magistrates, that object will no doubt be- 
attained. The Judicial Commissioner ordered the costs. of.’ 
appeal to be deducted from the pay of the convicting Max: 
gistrate and paid to the clergyman (sie). But we have noti: 
heard that the costs incurred by natives in such oases have erer 
been realized from the Magistrates and paid to them. If the:: 
costs incurred by any man in appealing against the illegal:: 
orders of any Magistrate were always realized from the latter 
and paid to the former, the wilfalness of Magistrates would: be: 
greatly checked. As soon as we get authentic news about, the 
case of the tahsildat of Shikohabad, we will pele | it in ater 
to illustrate the truth of our rentarks. 3) aed 


The Qaisar-ul-Akhbar -( Allahabad) of the 29th March 
complains: that the Dabir-é-Hind in 

E 73 “ot Allahabad is accustomed to threats 
er public servants, which is opposed bo 
the provisions of the Press Act. If any officer does not sub- 
scribe to the paper, it. publishes false complaints against | him. 
In its issue of 27th March it complains of the alleged m miss 
conduct of Munshi Muhammad Abdulla Khan, the tali 
dar of Allahabad. He is an educated and respeotable . nan, 
He was first ‘appointed a probationary Inspector in the Po a 
Department, although natives are not generally appointed, 


to this office. After some time he was transferred. to Bs 
putana with an increase of pay. ‘The Director. of, Pos 8 
praised him highly for hig ability. He was then a 

bis anal eaninet Ihe 5 eee = — 
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assesment of the license-tax, and not have shown any indulg- 
ence to the manager. Moreover, we have heard that he had 
discontinued his subscription to the Dabir-t-Hind, Probably 
these are the reasons which have induced the editor of that 
paper to bring a false charge against the tahsildar. Some 
time ago the editor complained that such and such traders 
were underassessed, and urged that the assessment fees should 
be doubled. The cause of this was that they did not sub- 
scribe to his paper. He asked the tahsildar of Sirathu and 
the naib-tahsildar of Meja to buy his paper, under a threat of 
publishing complaints against them. His complaints against 
the police officers were also made with the sume object. He is 
the terror of all native local officers. If the Government makes 
an enquiry into the matter through the Magisizate, it will be 
convinced of the truth of our statement. 


The Mashtr-i-Qaiear (Lucknow) of the 26th March com- Cireulation, 
plains that dancing-girls and prostitutes — 
have largely increased since the estab- - 

lishment of British rule, and are a curse to the country. The 
Government should adopt some measures to cheek their in- 

crease. At all events they should be expelled from the public 

streets and thoroughfares and assigned a place outside the 

town. 


Dancing-girls. 


The Arya Mitra of the 19th March, in regard to the Circulation, 
Hon'ble Sayyad Ahmad Khan’s 00 pies. 
Vaccination Bill, remarks that as 

thousands of children are killed and thousands disfigured 

every year by small-pox, and small-pox is an infectious disease, 

no sensible man will disapprove of a theasure which i is calon- 

lated to make vaccination general. Only ignorant peo- 

ple are prejudiced against vaccination, but their Prejudices — 

should not + the Government from puttin 


Compulsory vaccination. 
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the same ground one might 5 85 that thieves and nen 
should not be punished. 1115 


The Oudh Akihidr of the 315 March urges that each 
The publication of mu- municipal committee should ‘post 
nicipal bye-laws. copies of its bye- laws i in conspicuous 
places in public streets and thoroughfares. Many persons 
break those laws through ignorance, and are punished. 11 
the people were acquainted with the laws, they would. be 
saved from punishment, and the Courts saved the trouble of 
trying a large number of petty « offences. 


The Akhbar-i- Am (Lahore) of the 24th March states 5 tha 
it is ‘surprising that Euro; | 
kopen architecture ncers e ee with the = 

native engineers in architecture. The public buildings con- 
structed by Government at an exravagant cost are not 80 
durable as they should be. When two years ago the fear of 
Russian aggression was universally felt, the Government of 
India deemed it necessary to fortify the coast. Accordingly 
all the seaports were strongly garrisoned and well sup lied 
with military stores. Forts were constructed at Singapore 
ata large cost. In regard to these works of fortifi ution 
the Straits Times remarks that they now appear like. old 
dilapidated buildings. The greatest building constructed 
by Government in the Panjab is the Lahore. University 
College. It must have cost at least three lakhs of r p N 
If you drop a Itttle water on its roof, it wil leak. 4. it 9 ver ö 


bad state. Is it this durability of which European & archites 
ture is so proud? The buildings constructed by the formte 


kings hundreds of years ago are stronger than our new! builds 


ings and require no repairs. If our present Engi cers Wore? 
examine carefully thé old buildings, they would learn a 2 


deal. To obtain an idea of the durability of native 1 


tae, jut lock at thé Lahore rt Only des pte 
which lave’ onde been touched by the hand act 
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Engineer require constant repair. The cutting of the Sarhind 
canal from the Chenab has afforded a’ fresh proof of the 
ability of the old Native Engineers. The Government sent 
for its best Engineers from distant parts of the country and 
asked to decide at what place the canal could. be most easily 
cut, so as not to affect the strength of the river. When 
they selected the place and dug the ground, they found to 


their surprise a canal constructed with bricks buried under- 
ground. 


The J ami-t-Jamshed (a a week paper 3 started at Mo- 
The pleadership examin. radabad) of the 28th March urges that 
ation, Allahabad. the Allahabad pleadership examination 
should continue to be held both in English and Urdu as 
hitherto. No good will accrue from the exclusion of Urdu 
from the examination. On the contrary it seems to be objec- 
tionable on several grounds. First, many persons. who are 
not acquainted with English will be prevented from entering 
the legal profession which was hitherto open to them. Se- 
condly, the spread of the knowledge of law among the people, 
which is very desirable, will be checked. Thirdly, the Gov- 
ernment will suffer a loss. The fees realized from ‘the 
examinees amount to such a large sum that, after paying 
the examiners’ fees and other expenses incurred in holding 
the examination from it, there is a surplus of twenty or 
twenty-five thousand rupees every year. If Urdu is excluded 
from the examination, this income will be lost. We have 
heard that the nazirs and chaprasis ‘belonging to the Civil 
Courts in the North-Western Provinces have been reduoed. 
The result of this will be that a large number of men 
will be thrown out of employ, and the public business will 
suffer. In order to avoid this evil, the surplus of the income 
derived from the examination in question might be advantage- 
ously devoted. to the maintenance of the establishment of si 
Civil Courts. In our opinion the orders relating to 
exclusion of Urdu should:be altogether withdrawn, « or, at all 
event, 2 not be enforced for the next four or fd years, 
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in order that those persons who are anxious to pass the exam- 
ination may have an opportuuity of doing go. 


A correspondent of the Rahbar-i- Hind of the 30th March 


Samed elles thekt states that some judicial officers in 


be prohibited from borrow- the Panjab borrow money from the 
ae of mahajans living within their territorial 


jurisdiction, which is very objection- 
able. In the first place, the mahajan has not the courage to 
ask the officer who borrows to execute a bond, and is there- 
fore sometimes unable to realize his money from the officer ; 
secondly, the officer has to show partiality to the mabiajan 
and to his friends. In these circumstances the Government 
should strictly prohibit judicial officers from borrowing money 
from any person who lives within the limits of their jurisdiction. 


LOCAL. 


A local correspondent of the Dabir-i-Hind ( Allahabad) 

of the 27h March complains that the 

Bédshahi Mandi, Allah pathways along the banks of the nalla 
. which is situated in Badshahi Mandi, 
Allahabad, are very narrow and uneven, Moreover, those 
persons who want to cross the nalla have to jamp over it, 
which is dangerous. During the last rainy season a man fell 
into the nalla when trying to cross it, and was 80 severely 
hurt that he died from the injuries he received. 1 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Jaipur Gazette of the 24th March, in 0 tothe 
“ Shamshad-o-Sosan,” an Urdu deams 
A vernacular book . 
printed at the Behar Ban- written in Hindi character and 
„e Henktpar. ed at the Behar Bandhu Press, Bank 
pur, remarks; “The author himself acknowledges in the pn 
face that he has taken the Bengali drama of ‘ Surend inst 
nodni’ for his model. The publication of that book, i ahd 
remember right, was prohibited on account of its being 9" 
dalous. Though the author says he has avoided f 111 a 
the same error, he has unintentionally fallen into the sg . 
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